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AMERICAN-RUSSIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY LAUNCHES AD HOC COALITION FOR US-RUSSIA 

PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE RELATIONS 

Coalition Calls On Congress to End Russia’s Inclusion in Jackson-Vanik to Improve 

Russian-US Trade & Relations
(Washington, DC) – July 24 – The American-Russian Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ARCCI) today announced the formation of an ad hoc Coalition for US-Russia Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR).  The announcement was made at an ARCCI event discussing the impact and future of Jackson-Vanik on US-Russia relations, co-hosted by Congressman Curt Weldon (R-Pa).

“Russia’s removal from Jackson-Vanik is long overdue and we are calling on Congress to finally act on this restrictive and harmful amendment,” ARCCI founder and President Helen Teplitskaia said.  “It is urgent to bring U.S. trade policy on Russia up to date in a world that has changed so drastically since Jackson-Vanik was originally enacted. Russia has complied with Jackson-Vanik requirements for years, but it is still subject to a humiliating annual review of its trade status under this Cold War relic.  It is time to rescind Jackson-Vanik with respect to Russia and grant it permanent normal trade relations status.”
At the meeting development of an action plan and implementation strategy for a major collective effort aimed at removing Russia from Jackson-Vanik were discussed. President Bush, Secretary of State Powell and many members of the House and the Senate have already publicly stated their support for the removal of Jackson-Vanik.  

“Removing Jackson-Vanik as an outdated irritant from our relationship will help foster a needed sense of normal trade relations that has been greatly hindered thanks to the provision in Jackson-Vanik,” Congressman Weldon, the Honorary Co-Chairman of the ARCCI, recently stated.  

The Jackson-Vanik amendment is contained in Title IV of the 1974 Trade Act. The amendment was created to support free emigration from the Soviet Union and foster broader human rights reforms. Supporters of terminating Jackson-Vanik believe it will strengthen the US-Russian political and economic bilateral relationship.

“Repealing Jackson-Vanik will enhance trade relations and encourage American companies to step up profitable investments in Russia,” continued Ms. Teplitskaia. “Furthermore, increased access to Russian petroleum and natural gas will become crucial to the U.S. in light of current global events, particularly in the Middle East, and will help diversify our energy supply over the long run, thus making America stronger and safer.”

The ARCCI is an international trade group dedicated to promoting trade and investment between the Unites States, Russia and the New Interdependent States of the former Soviet Union and to serve as a conduit providing understanding and communication between the counties and their companies. For more information please visit: www.arcci.org
